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CREEPING COMMUNISM 


Despite the sharp drop in U. S. Communist Party membership during the past year, the 
Party is far from being counted out. Red leaders are still talking about the "vanguard role" of 
the Party in trade unions and in politics. But the talk has a new tone. 


Split by the crisis caused by the Soviets’ cruel suppression of the Hungarian revolt last year, 
the Party remains unshaken in its ultimate objectives. But leading Reds are in a quandry over 
tactics. They have become cautious. They are creeping instead of running. But even when 
creeping, they are a danger to American values and institutions. 


Alexander Bittleman, a founder in July, 1919, of the Communist Party U. S. A., and now 


a leading Party theoretician, brought the issue to the Party membership via a series of Daily 
Worker articles last month. 


The Party is in a period of crisis, Bittleman admits, and counsels a review of tactics "to 
discover the practical forms and methods by which Communists who are members of trade unions 
and other progressive mass organizations can in fact be recognized as the most advanced and 


resolute members able to enthuse others and thus push the whole movement forward." (Daily 
Worker, October 14). 


Reds Seeking Leadership Role 


Even while examining tactics, Bittleman underscores the time-worn Red plots to steal lead- 


ership of loyal American groups as a way to political power. Falling back on the teachings of 
Marx, Bittleman names trade unions as the major Red target. 


Stating that trade unions now have a "leading position . . . in the life of the nation," 
(Daily Worker, October 15), Bittleman urges Party members to "seek to function as the most 
advanced and resolute section of the labor movement." 


If Communists can "live and function in their non-Party mass o 
the meaning and the spirit of these vanguard principles . . . and keep 


arate in accord with 
fore the labor movement 
the historic perspectives of the class struggle," Bittleman believes, "the Party will be able to 
enter the next phase of its development —a phase which will mark a long step forward on the road 
to a leading mass party of Socialism." 


In Bittleman's view, the task ahead for the some 10,000 hard-core Reds still in the Party 
is one of creeping forward, seizing leadership on small issues and then big issues, constantly 


This Issue Produced Under the Auspices of: 
THE UKRAINIAN CONGRESS COMMITTEE OF AMERICA 








guiding groups in which they have influence against American business and toward formation of 
the Reds' big dream— "a mass party of Socialism." 


New Courses On Marxism 


Freedom's Facts will continue its periodic reporting on the progress of this "creeping Com- 
munism," which already is developing some noteworthy features. Among them is an upsurge in 
public courses on Marxism. 


On October 11, the Daily Worker reported that ten new Marxist classes were to begin in 
New York City on October 28 with such well-known teachers as Herbert Aptheker, Howard 


Selsam, and Abner Berry. 


Another series, "Socialist Studies," was slated to open in New York on October 22, ac- 
cording to the Daily Worker of October 15. Sponsored by the Socialist Unity Forum, this series 
was to include courses on Karl Marx by Dr. Otto Nathan, executor of the Albert Einstein estate, 
and a course on Negro history by Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois. 


Quietly, without fanfare, Red leaders are beginning to pick up the pieces and creep ahead 
toward the day they can proclaim a "mass Party of Marxism-Leninism" in the United States, de- 
signed — as Bittleman declares in the Daily Worker of October 11 —"to work for the eventual 
socialist transformation of the United States." 


Whether this campaign of "creeping Communism" ever gets off its knees and begins to run 
as it did in America during the 1930's, depends mostly upon members of organizations and groups 
whose leadership the Reds are trying to steal . 


In Bittleman's view, these groups are: 1) the non-Communist socialists, 2) the American 
trade unions, 3) the Negro people, 4) working: farmers, and 5) the professionals, as well as the 
“anti-monopoly" sectors of small and independent business. 


The leaders of organizations which function in these areas have a clear-cut and heavy re- 
sponsibility to combat Red plans for infiltrating their groups. 


IN THE COMMUNIST EMPIRE, THE ENEMY IS MAN! 


The "Cheng feng" movement which has been sweeping Red China these past few months 
again focuses public attention upon the fact that, in the Communist Empire, the main enemy is 
man. Reds may place warships on the seas, export steel mills to underdeveloped countries, and 
send earth satellites into the stratosphere, but they can keep themselves in political power only 
by destroying in man the qualities that make him manly. 


The technique of "cheng feng" — or "self-criticism" as the Soviet Communists call it — is 
ruthless and simple. You first trick your victims into exposing their inner thoughts. You hold 
mass meetings and encourage everyone to criticize what they do not like. Sometimes you say 
that free speech is now permitted and no one need fear to speak the truth. 


Then you move in for the kill. Friends, neighbors and co-workers of the victims are 
mobilized. The victim is brought before them— alone and without friends. He is forced to con- 
fess all his "wrong" thoughts publically; he must shame himself as his former "friends" hurl bitter 
denunciations at him. 


Aim To Isolate Victim 

Everything is done to isolate the victim, to destroy his faith in his fellow man, to cause all 
men to fear each other and to obey only the "omnipotent" Communist Party. Under such psycho- 
logical trial, all but a few surrendered to Red commands. They became human zeros. 
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One of the many thousands of human tragedies of the current "cheng feng" drive in Red 
China was Hsu Tieh-ma, a newspaper editor. He fell for Mao Tse-tung's promise that a.new era 
of free speech had begun. He said: "In the past, | hesitated to criticize the Party because | was 
alone." Then, feeling he had encouragement from friends in this new era of free speech, Hsu 
lashed out at the Party, criticizing Party members and calling them "people without consciences." 


The Party Struck Back 


Anti-rightist meetings were organized by the newspaper on which Hsu worked and by the 
People's Educational Magazine Publishing House. Radio Peking reported on August 26: "Many 
participants at these meetings exposed and denounced his plot to cause discontent among the 
workers , . . Under this mass denunciation, Hsu Tieh-ma began admitting his mistakes." The tech- 
nique of criticism and self-criticism isolated him and made him afraid. Similar meetings have been 
going on all over Red China, exposing "rightists" in Government offices, among writers and artists, 
among professional people, among merchants and small-scale businessmen. 


Reds Like This Technique 


The Red masters, of course, look upon this practice with a great deal of favor. Radio 
Peking reported on August 25 that a similar campaign in 1955 "weeded out over 80,000 counter- 
revolutionaries, not including those who were not charged as counter-revolutionaries as a result 
of the lenient policy adopted by the state." It added: “During the past year or so, there were 
over 100,000 counter-revolutionaries who made self-confessions to the authorities." 


Besides, the Reds said, this kind of campaign "also raised the class consciousness and the 
revolutionary vigilance. It helped about 1.3 million persons clarify their historical background 
and draw a line between the enemy and ourselves." In other words, the people under criticism 
were terrified into accepting Red orders. Those among the criticizing group also were frightened 
into volunteering their services to the Red masters. 


As politicians, advertising and public relations men have known for many years, men have 
three basic emotions — fear, hate and love. It is man's fear and hate which Communists exploit 
in order to reach power and to keep themselves in power. To do this, they must strip man of his 


individuality. They must destroy his faith in God, upon Whomhe can draw for strength to face 
a multitude. 


The ultimate collapse of Communist power will come from man's drive to be more than an 
animal of fear and hate. Men and women now living under Red tyranny need all the moral sup- 
port and strength we can give them so they will know they are not alone — that there is hope for 
men standing unafraid and strong everywhere in the world. 


REDS ARE "SHOOTING FOR THE MOON" 


By releasing the baby moon "Sputnik" into the upper atmosphere last month, the Moscow 
Reds captured the imagination of the world. 


Their moon may not be as technically advanced as the one U.S. scientists will send into 
the stratosphere next year, but their moon was first. We cannot afford to ignore the importance 
of that act. It gives the impression that Soviet scientists are equal to or a shade better than 
American scientists in the field of missiles. 


This also implies that the Soviets, with A-bombs and H-bombs and Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missiles, are drawing equal to the Western world in ability to destroy an enemy. The margin of 
strength we have had through our air force and advanced bases has been cut. 


From a purely military point of view, the danger of conflict increases as national opponents 
become equal in strength. The margin of victory then depends upon elements other than military 
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striking power — upon espionage, sabotage, surprise, psychological warfare, propaganda. These 
are all areas in which the Communists have always been superior to the Western world. 


But military strength is not the only consideration. More important is the question of in- 
tention. Since World War II, we have been militarily stronger than the Soviet Union, but we 
have not attacked. What will happen when the Soviets become equal to us in military power — 
or forge momentarily ahead? 


Soviets Out To Win 


Launching of the Sputnik provides an answer. To American leadership the launching of an 
earth satellite has been considered primarily as a scientific endeavor — an attempt by man to learn 
more about the earth's outer space. The timing of the satellite launching was not vitally impor- 
tant. No special priority was given to the project. We were not running a race to determine a 
victor. 


To the Kremlin, on the other hand, every contest with the West is a chance to prove the 
superiority of socialism over capitalism. Every apparent victory proves the superiority of the 
Communist organization and leadership of society over free democracy. In this strange war 
called "peaceful competition," a victory in science or in sports tends to become a victory of 
one political system over another. 


On October 8, the Soviet Communist Party newspaper Pravda underscored the Communist 
view on this point in an editorial titled, "The Great Victory in the Peaceful Competition with 
Capitalism." 





Pravda crowed: "Today the entire population of the earth sees the great victory of our 
Soviet science and technology, the highly developed industry, our technical might which the 
great Soviet people created under the leadership of the Communist Party in accordance with strict 
scientific plan, consistently carrying out Lenin's general line in the socialist construction." 


Political Victory 


The paper continued: "The launching of the artificial earth satellite is a victory of Soviet 
man, who with Bolshevik boldness and clearness of purpose, determination and energy, knows 
how to march forward. This is a victory of collective labor, which alone is capable of creating 
real wonders in the world. It is saute ence more, convincingly and vividly, that the Soviet 
socialist system is the best form for the organization of human jeber which is freed from the 
shackles of exploitation." (Underlining cdded, Ed.) 


Many peoples of the world, whom we are trying to win as friends and allies, are very im- 
pressed by the Soviet's earth satellite. In India, Burma, Cambodia and other Asian countries, 
newspapers praised the development; and in India a delegation called on the Soviet Ambassador 
to offer congratulations. Egypt, which has been drawing heavily on Soviet support to achieve its 
own dominance in the Arab world, hailed the Soviet satellite as a development which strengthened 
the Arabs against the West. 


Our Western Allies Impressed 


The Soviets' ability to put an earth satellite into the air first has even shaken our allies in 
Western Europe. On October 12, seven nations in the Western European Union, a part of the 
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), expressed uneasiness about America's ability to 
defend Europe against Soviet aggression. 


Questions of why the United States has taken second place in conquering space are being 
asked on street corners and meeting places of high officials in Washington and throughout the 
country. The technical answer is that we have separated "scientific" projects such as the earth 
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satellite from "military" projects such as developing intercontinental ballistic missiles. Reports 
now indicate that if the two projects had been combined, we might have been able to launch an 
earth satellite months ago. 


The real answer is that we Americans have not yet come to realize we are in a war to the 
finish with Soviet Communists. Since 1954, Freedom's Facts has stressed that this is a war in 
which victories in agriculture, industry, education and culture are the important victories at this 
stage of the war. 


Reds Think They Can Now See Total Victory Ahead 


The Soviet strategy is to win peoples of the world either to ae in the contest or, if 
possible, to outright support of the Soviet position. Only when the overwhelming majority of 
peoples are either neutral or on the Soviet side, wiil the Red masters in Moscow open the full 
assault to crush the United States. 


Launching of the earth satellite, followed by a hardening tone in statements about the U. S. 
by Party Boss Nikita Khruschev, indicates the Reds think they are nearing the break-even point. 
They may pass that point and open the attack against the United States within a matter of a few 


years — unless we Americans recognize we are in a total war against Communism and are willing 
to fight to win. 


MOSCOW YOUTH FESTIVAL AFTERMATH 


Now, some two months after the end of World Youth Festival in Moscow, we can begin to 
assess its effect on the United States. 


A few returning youths have said harsh things about the Communists. Others have carried 
back the message the Communists wanted them to carry — "the Russians want peace." 


Some of these have given interviews to writers of the Daily Worker. One such is 28-year- 
old Leroy Wolins, who has been Secretary of the Chicago Council of American Soviet Friendship 
for "the past couple of years." 


Unable to get a U.S. passport for travel to Moscow, Wolins crossed into Canada and set 
out for the Festival from there. He told a Daily Worker writer (October 11) that the one out- 
standing feature that impressed Americans at the Festival was the desire of the Soviet people for 


peace. Wolins said: "| would say that there was ninety-nine per cent agreement that the Soviet 
people are for peace." 


Wolins, of course, also said much more. He said the full picture of what is happening in 
America is not'reported in the Soviet Union. He said there was no real free speech in the Soviet 


Union for a long time but that "it is being promoted today." He commented on the economic 
progress in the Soviet Union. 


Hopes Next Festival Could Be In The U. S. 


And he concluded that he hoped the next World Youth Festival, two years from now, could 
be held in the "West," possibly even in Chicago instead of Peking. This, he said, would "bust 
the cold war wide open from the view of the people.” 


A similar tale was told by two teen-agers from Detroit who had attended the Festival. 
They were David Wellman, 17 and Joel Schatz, 15. 


According to the October 7 Daily Worker, these two youngsters had worked 2-1/2 years 
with a newspaper route and carrying out packages at a supermarket to raise the $700 it cost for 
the trip. They had done it, they said, because of "curiosity" and because of "reports of previ- 
ous Festivals coming from Americans in attendance." 
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What was their impression? One boy said: “one would have to visit the Soviet Union to 
really appreciate how deep and sincere are the peace desires of the Russian people. . . Every 
home, every village and street we traveled bore placards declaring for peace. At swag railroad 
stop, Festival delegates were greeted by thousands who sought to impress us with their desire to 
live in peace with Americans. This was even true of stops made as early as 4 A.M." 





Giving Talks About The Soviet Visit 


Since returning to Detroit, they said, they had been giving talks of their experiences be- 
fore different groups of students. One boy said: "I find the students to be open-minded and 
curious about life in the Soviet Union. It would not surprise me if many of them should start pre- 
paring now to attend the next Festival scheduled for Peking, China, in 1961." 


Through efforts of Freedom's Facts, of Government agencies, and of many organizations 
associated with the All-American Conference, relatively few American youths attended the Moscow 
Youth Festival. Some 160 were reported there instead of the some 700 the Reds had hoped to 
get. Many of those who did attend came there from Europe, where they were traveling or study- 
ing, rather than directly from the U. S. 


The Reds obviously want us to think of them as "peace loving" so we will accept their 
attacks on our way of life as a "peaceful" gesture. In Moscow, indeed, every youth who returns 
to the free world and speaks of the Soviets' "desire for peace" — as many have — is chalked up 

as yet another Communist propaganda success. 


TOUGH BATTLES AHEAD FOR U.S. INVESTMENTS ABROAD 


In California last month, a group of American businessmen held a conference on how to 
promote the investment of American capital abroad. 


The task is difficult, for thousands of miles away, in Moscow, sit other men. They are 
plotting as they have been ever since World War || on how to drive American capital out of 
Latin America, Asia, the Near East and Africa. 


American businessmen with views toward foreign investment must note that Communists are 
attacking U.S. capital overseas by propaganda, by economic deals, and by fomenting labor 
unrest. Beyond that, the Reds are using their own trade —as an alternative to armed interven- 
tion — as a means of conquest. 


For the past three years, Soviet propagandists have been waging a campaign of slander and 
insinuation throughout much of the world, aimed at blocking U.S. investments and U. S. trade. 


In January, 1955, for example, Reds were telling Near Eastern countries that U.S. invest- 
ments stifle local industries, force poor countries to import expensive American equipment, cause 
local unemployment and rob the country by taking huge profits back to America. 


Anti-U.S. Propaganda 


That propaganda is not to be laughed off lightly. It is still going on and at a greatly in- 
creased rate. In reporting on the not-too-successful Inter-American Conference in Buenos Aires 
in August and September, Radio Moscow (September 3) charged that American companies "plunder 
these countries . . . abet political interference . . . and impose low prices for [Latin American] raw 
materials and high prices for imported American manufactured goods." 


Repetition of such charges day after day, year after year, cannot help but make people in 
backward countries suspicious of American investments. 
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But the Reds do not stop with propaganda. Throughout areas where American investments 
are heaviest, native Communist Parties and their front groups seldom miss a chance to demand 
expropriation of American investments in the interests of "national liberation" and "freedom 
from American exploitation." 


Not satisfied with results from these tactics, Moscow Reds are setting up plans to expand 
their control of an “international coalition of all working class trade union forces" to counter 
"the international coalition of capitalist monopolies." 


Reds Exploit Labor To Hurt U. S. Overseas 


At a meeting of the Red-run World Federation of Trade Unions in Leipzig in October, WFTU 
General Secretary Louis Saillant called for all "National Unions" to "draft a minimum program of 
action acceptable to all trade unions." 


The objective, Saillant said, was to establish a "minimum program" as a “standard docu- 
ment for international agreement to insure joint international trade union efforts and actions in 
defense of the workers' rights." 


Nationalization and expropriation of U.S. and Western investments are planks in the Com- 
munist program which WFTU has supported in Indonesia and throughout Latin America. These are 
objectives in what WFTU President Giuseppe di Vittorio calls labors' “battles against the increas- 
ing, pitiless exploitation by the big industrial and agricultural monopolies." 


Attacking U.S. investment and U.S. trade is only one half of the Soviets’ strategy. The 
other half is promoting closer trade and economic ties with Communist-dominated markets. 


Reds' Super-Salesmen Active 


Red super-salesmen are running all over Asia, the Near East and Latin America trying to 
drum up "trade agreements" on a government-to-government basis. At the same time, Red 
propagandists are saying that trade with Soviet bloc countries will help the economies of coun- 
tries in these areas. 


The Reds' foreign propaganda magazine, Soviet Union, of July, 1957, cooed: "Soviet 
trade organizations in the first few years after World War II concluded a number of big deals for 
the exchange of goods with Egypt. . . Last year alone, Soviet-Egyptian trade increased by about 
eighty percent. . . The Soviet Union is also successfully developing its trade with Syria." 


"It becomes clear," the Red propaganists conclude, "that the Soviet Union, which aims at 
the consolidation of peace in the Middle East, is developing trade with the countries of this 
region on the basis of true equality and mutual benefit." 


One might guess from events in the Middle East that the Reds' “mutual benefit" consists of 
trading arms and machinery for political and propaganda support. 


This type of trade aggression, which began in the Middle East after World War II, is now 
starting in Latin America. Chinese Red commercial missions toured Latin America this sum- 
mer, landing in.Argentina in July, while Radio Moscow (July 9) crooned: "The Argentine 


economy would be strengthened if trade was extended with the Chinese People's Republic and 
other countries of the socialist camp." 


Whatever else one might say about the Communists of Moscow and Peking, they are well 
organized to use trade as well as propaganda as means of conquest. 
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How Trade Leads To Conquest 


But how are Communist trade agreements used for conquest. Economist Siegfried Garbuny 
explained this to a U. S. Senate Subcommittee in July 1954. He pointed out that the Soviet 
trade plan has "all the characteristics of the Grossraum of Hitler's Germany and of the co- 
prosperity sphere of prewar Japan." These were plans to build such interdependence of inter- 
locking economies that the smaller countries could not back out. 


The Soviets have already tied the East European satellites to the Soviet economy through 
complex trade agreements as well as through interlocking of Communist Party rule. Garbuny 
stated — this was in mid-1954, remember — that the Reds were extending these complex trade 
agreements as a means for conquest first of all in "the Near East, the Arab world," and also into 
"India"; secondly, into Europe, where economic crises play into the hands of the Russian 
schemers"; and thirdly, "into Latin American countries where virgin ground was just broken. 
(Soviet trade agreements with Argentina in 1953 and Uruguay in 1954,") 


Militarily, economically and politically, the Communist Empire has only one strong 
opponent — the United States. For that reason, full force of Communist invective and abuse is 
always turned on the United States. With each trade agreement the Communist Empire extends 
its propaganda radius against the United States. Soviet schemers use both the trade and propa- 
ganda to drive American investment and American influence out of target areas, making room 
for the techniques of tyranny that accompany Communist conquest. 


Under such circumstances, it is our task to stop not only the Soviet soldier, but the Com- 
munist trader and propagandist as well. Too little — much too little thought and energy has gone 
into this job. Communist successes in the Middle East remind us that the sands of time are 
running out. 


“FREEDOM'S FACTS AGAINST COMMUNISM" available for $3.00 per year. 
Rates for bulk orders availabie upon request. Please note organizational 
affiliations when making subscription requests. 


Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted 
if context is preserved and credit given. 


KNOW YOUR AMERICA WEEK will be ob- 
served throughout the nation November 24-30, 
1957, the week in which Thanksgiving falls. 
Only with your assistance can we learn the ex- 
tent of this year's celebration. Won't you send 
us any announcements, clippings, reports, press, 
etc., which you may see regarding this week of 
rededication to the preservation of our free 
American way of life. 





